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" We have no intention of abdicating our responsibilities.
We shall certainly not repeat the Irish precedent. While
we are prepared to support the cause of Indian self-govern-
ment, we are certainly not going to sacrifice British and
Imperial interests. . . . The Army will remain under the
sole control of Parliament , . . the Services, recruited by
the Secretary of State, will continue under the guarantee
that they now possess of Parliamentary protection. . . .
The Governor-General ... is to exercise all important
duties, including the duty of ensuring the peace and tran-
quillity of the country, its financial stability, and the fair
treatment of the Services and British trade. ... In these
all-important fields he will have not only the right but the
duty to intervene if the Government is by legislature or
administration transgressing any one of them. Similarly
in the Provinces, duties corresponding with their responsi-
bilities will be placed on the Provincial Governors."

Similar assurances came from a section of responsible
British public who had been trying to remove a certain
number of popular misconceptions in regard to the Indian
constitutional proposals, which were deliberately fostered
by a section of the Conservative Party. Every single
item of safeguards was discussed in all its aspects ; every
aspect was carefully analysed in order to be convinced of
its effectiveness ; all possible contingencies were assumed to
test how the protective provisions in the Constitution would
function in practice. It was asserted that the safeguards
were real and not of a temporary self-eliminating character.
But the result of this over-emphasis on safeguards and
limitations only confirmed the suspicions in the minds of
Indian political classes that all these safeguarding devices
would make the introduction of central responsibility a
sham and provincial autonomy illusory.

However, among the supporters of the White Paper
proposals, there were men who believed that the scheme
was only an unprecedented experiment which might not
ultimately work out satisfactorily; but they wanted India
to go through this experimental stage under the guidance